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Introduction to Booktalks for High-School Students  

What if you discovered secrets worlds that were completely different from your own? 

Imagine you were placed in these new worlds, and everything once familiar and normal now 

feels different. These adventures are found in fantasy books, where you discover you have 

hidden powers or are a member of the magical royal family. Travel to the land of the ethereal 

Trylle in Switched, discover the strange abilities of the peculiar children from Miss Peregrine’s 

Home for Peculiar Children or wander to the land of Ludania, where an evil spirit queen rules all 

in The Pledge. The imaginative details of the magical lands and creative storylines of these 

fantasy books are vibrant page-turners, which will leave children wanting to read more about 

their favorite characters from the books.  

Book Talk 1: Hocking, A. (2012). Switched. New York: St. Martin’s Griffin 

Growing up, Wendy knew she was different from her family. She prefers vegetables over 

meat, and always walks around barefoot. On Wendy’s sixth birthday, her mother was convinced 

she was a monster and tried to kill her with a knife.  

Eleven years later, Wendy is 17. She moves to a new town, but soon strange things start 

to happen and a mysterious guy named Finn is continually hovering near her and showing up at 

the strangest places-like her bedroom window. And, Wendy discovers she can tell people what 

to do with her mind. Wendy starts to believe her mother might have been right-she is not normal 

at all. Who, or what, is she? 

As Finn becomes closer to Wendy, she discovers she is deeply attracted to him. It’s not 

long before Finn reveals the truth about Wendy: She is a troll changeling switched at birth, and 

he has come to take her home to Forening.  

At Forening, Wendy discovers she is the daughter of the Trylle Queen, Elora. Wendy 

cannot fathom she is a princess and heir to the magical and beautiful Trylle tribe. How would 

you feel if everything you once thought about yourself was no longer true? What would you do if 

you could not return to your old life?  
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Wendy is at first skeptical about her troll life, but she slowly starts to explore the beauty 

and powers Forening offers. However, her royal duties are another challenge. Wendy has to 

learn how to walk, talk, act, dress and speak like a princess. She has to learn the history of the 

Trylle people she will one day rule. She has to learn how to use her powers against the threat of 

a neighboring troll tribe. Will Wendy be able to accept her royal duties and protect her people 

from looming war and destruction? Find out in the Trylle trilogy.  

Book Talk 2: Riggs, R. (2011). Miss peregrine’s home for peculiar children. Philadelphia: 

Quirk Books. 

For as long as he can remember, Jacob has heard his grandfather’s stories about the 

peculiar orphanage children in Wales during WWII. These peculiar children had unique abilities: 

one girl could throw fireballs from her hands, another boy was completely invisible and a girl 

could fly.  

Jacob always thought these were stories created by his grandfather, but are the stories 

real or imaginary? This question haunts Jacob’s mind as he witnesses his grandfather’s 

gruesome murder. Police swear wild dogs killed Jacob’s grandfather, but Jacob thinks black and 

hideous beasts are responsible.  

To understand the secrets of his grandfather’s mysterious past, Jacob travels to the 

orphanage in Wales for answers. When he arrives in Wales, he discovers the orphanage was 

destroyed in an air raid during WWII; there were no survivors, and local townspeople say the 

orphanage is haunted.  

When Jacob wanders to the orphanage, he runs into Emma, a girl he recognizes from 

his grandfather’s photographs. At first Jacob is in shock, and does not believe that she can be 

alive after more than 60 years. Why isn’t she older? Why isn’t she dead?  

Through a time-loop, Emma takes Jacob to meet Miss Peregrine, the headmistress of 

the orphanage, and the children from the photographs. In the time-loop, the peculiar children 
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and Miss Peregrine do not age; time stops, and they live each day over and over again. Only 

people with “peculiar” powers can travel through the time-loops.  

As Jacob becomes closer to the peculiar children, mysterious murders, like Jacob’s 

grandfather, occur in present-day Welsh town. Jacob is the only person who sees the black 

monsters, and he must find a way to protect the orphanage. Does this mean he has magical 

powers, and why are the black beasts after the peculiar children and Miss Peregrine? 

Book Talk 3: Derting, K. (2011). The pledge. New York: Margaret K. McElderry Books. 

My name is Charlaina, but everyone calls me Charlie. I live in Ludania, and pledge my 

loyalty to the Queen and country. I’m not a fool; I know my place in this land. But, I have a 

dangerous secret my family and I have hidden for 17 years. If anyone finds out my secret, I 

could be kidnapped, tortured or die.  

In Ludania, people are separated by class: royalty, upper-class, merchants and 

servants. Each person only learns and speaks the language of his or her class. No one is 

permitted to speak words outside the class. If you do, the punishment is death.  

What is my secret, you ask? I can understand and speak the languages of each class. I 

didn’t spend time studying these languages-I just know them somehow. This ability was born to 

me, and I have to make sure I never speak the languages outside my class. It is hard to 

remember this, but I must to protect my parents and little sister.  

Even my little sister has a magical power. Though she is barely six years old, Angelina 

can heal people by touching them with her hands. We have to keep this a secret, too.  

My ability is not the only thing I am worried about. There are rumors of rebels and 

revolutionaries in Ludania. People say the magical, powerful queen is dying, and she does not 

have a female heir. Someone has to be Queen of Ludania. The country has never been without 

a magical queen before.  

Something is stirring in my country. There are strangers showing up in our village every 

day. I am trying my hardest to make sure Angelina and I blend in. If we don’t, I fear for our 
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lives.   

Booktalk Buddy Experience 

This was my first time giving a practice booktalk before the actual one, and it was my 

first time gaining feedback. This was helpful to have another person review and critique my 

booktalk. Jenny gave some good feedback, which included a strong beginning and good use of 

asking questions. One aspect I need to work on is to talking a bit more slowly and omit a few 

sentences that give away some of the plot of the book. Feedback I gave Jenny included good 

use of questions to the students in the beginning and reading part of the book out loud. The 

booktalk was a bit long, so recommend cutting out a few sentences or simplifying the 

paragraphs.  

Amazon.com Link 

Discover the Secret World of the Trylle: Switched by Amanda  

Hocking, written by Allison Kowalski. For a link to the review, please look below: 

http://www.amazon.com/review/RH29INSBV2NTS 
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