
IST 663: Elementary Lesson Plan 
Mrs. Basil E. Frankweiler Google Earth Lit Tour 
Appropriate Grade Level(s): Fifth-grade 
General Information 
Librarian: Allison Kowalski 

Collaborative Partner(s): Fifth-grade teacher 

Lesson Plan/Unit Title: Mrs. Basil E. Frankweiler Google Earth Lit Tour 

Required Teaching Time: Three 50-minute sessions 

Appropriate Grade Levels: Elementary (fifth-grade classroom) 

Scheduling:              Fixed                   Flexible               Mixed 

Grouping:          Individualized       Small Group     Large Group 

Lesson Type:     Stand-Alone Lesson     Lesson within Unit      Multiple Lessons within Unit 

Lesson Overview: 
Students in a fifth-grade class finished reading From The Mixed-Up Files of Mrs. Basil E. Frankweiler. 
The teacher would like students to see the geography and landmarks of New York City and Italy 
mentioned in the book. Students and the librarian will complete a Google Earth Lit tour of characters' 
runaway travels in the book. The tour will begin with Connecticut and go to the Metropolitan and 
Donnell Library in New York City. Students will then travel to some landmarks and cities in Italy. This 
tour will show students how to use Google Earth. As homework, students will select one geographic 
location they could "runaway" to. Then, they will use Google Earth to create a personal tour, and 
write a journal entry about their travels. Students will present their Google Earth runaway tour and 
journal entry to peers, teacher and librarian. 
Related Subject Area(s): 
Literature, creative writing and geography 
AASL and Common Core: 
 
AASL 
AASL Standard 1: Inquire, think critically and gain knowledge 
Indicator 1.1.8: Demonstrate mastery of technology tools for accessing information and pursuing 
inquiry  
Benchmark for my students, if appropriate: Use Google Earth to map and write a creative, personal 
story 
 
New York State 
Language Arts Standard 2: Literary Response and Expression 
Students will read and listen to oral, written, and electronically produced texts and performances, 
relate texts and performances to their own lives, and develop an understanding of the diverse social, 
historical, and cultural dimensions the texts and performances represent. As speakers and writers, 
students will use oral and written language for self-expression and artistic expression.  



Learner Profile 
There are about 15 students in this class, with about half boys and half girls. All of the students are at 
medium- to high-writing and reading levels, and they know how to use a computer and Internet well. 
Students have not used Google Earth before. But, students are familiar with Google products such as 
the search engine and Google Docs. When these students are introduced to a new tool, they quickly 
learn how to use the technology. 
Incoming Motivational Levels (select all that apply):  
 
Attention         Low          Medium          High 
Explanation: Students in this class are generally excited to learn about the places they have read in 
the book. Though they cannot physically see the landmarks and cities mentioned in the book, 
students will be able to see these digitally through a Google Earth tour. The class has never used 
Google Earth before, and they are excited to make a personal “runaway” tour. 
 
Relevance          Low          Medium          High 
Explanation: To complete the Google Earth journal assignment from the teacher, students must 
learn how to use Google Earth through instruction from the librarian. The students want to learn 
Google Earth so they can research and explore different cities across the world. Creating a Google 
Earth tour and writing a short journal entry connects students to the theme of the book and journey 
the main characters completed.  
 
Confidence        Low          Medium          High 
Explanation: Students in this class are confident because they have strong technology skills. They are 
used to learning new tools and concepts on a regular basis. Students learn these new technologies 
quickly, and do not have problems using the tools to complete classroom assignments. Since the 
technology is new and different, students are excited to learn. 
 
Satisfaction         Low          Medium          High 
Explanation: Creating a personal Google Earth tour will produce a high level of satisfaction for 
students. Students will be able to select a city they want to visit, and mark landmarks and 
geographical locations within that city. Students will be able to take a virtual fieldtrip to a new place, 
without having to leave the computer lab. The final product will be presented, and students will 
guide the teacher and peers on their journey.  
Motivational Goals: 
 
Attention: Students will become familiar with Google Earth, and know how to use the tool to create 
their own virtual fieldtrip. Students will want to make their own personal “runaway” trip to a 
different city they wish to visit or know more about. 
 
Relevance: Students will be able to use Google Earth to explore maps and geographic locations they 
learn in other classrooms. If they know how to create a Google Earth tour, they will more about a 
specific region or research places they want to visit in the future.  
 
Confidence: Students’ confidence levels will increase when the librarian shows students how to use 
Google Earth step-by-step. After learning how to use Google Earth, students will be comfortable and 
confident to create their personal Google Earth tour. 
 



Satisfaction: The students will be satisfied to create a Google Earth tour of a place they want to visit. 
They will be able to be creative and imaginative to create personal stories. They will keep a record of 
this Google Earth tour to keep for future reference or spark ideas for new Google Earth tours to 
create. 

Assessment Methods and Criteria for Google Earth: 
  
Product: Students will learn about Google Earth from the librarian, who will show the runaway 
journey of the characters From The Mixed-Up Files of Mrs. Basil E. Frankweiler.  The students and 
librarian will discuss where the characters went, and mark these locations on the Google Earth tour. 
Then, each student will brainstorm and select any geographic location they want to visit. After 
selecting a location, students will use the assignment checklist created by the teacher to create a 
personal Google Earth tour and write a journal entry.  
 
Process: The teacher and librarian will observe students’ progress and creation of their Google Earth 
tours. When students present their runaway tour, the teacher will assess the presentation and 
journal entry using the Google Earth tour assignment checklist.   
 
AASL Indicators 
Indicator 1.1.8: Demonstrate mastery of technology tools for accessing information and pursuing 
inquiry 
Required Resources and Materials 

Computer Lab: Students will need a computer lab to learn how to use Google Earth, as well as 
create their personal Google Earth tour. The computer lab will have enough computers for 
students to use, and there will be Internet access. 

Mrs. Basil E. Frankweiler Google Earth Lit Tour: Students and the librarian will create a Google 
Earth lit tour for the book. Students will have already read the book, so they will be able to 
discuss geographic locations and landmarks mentioned and visited by the characters.  

Smart Board: The Smart Board will be connected to a data projector so students can see the 
characters’ journey in the United States and Italy. The Smart Board will be used to show students 
how to use Google Earth.  

Google Earth Virtual Runaway Fieldtrip & Google Earth How-to Handout: The teacher and 
librarian will collaborate to create a checklist for the assignment, as well as explain instructions 
for the activity. 

Google Earth: Google Earth will be downloaded onto computers in the computer lab.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Instructional Activities 
 
Setup/Preparation 
The librarian will reserve the library computer lab for three class periods, as determined by the 
librarian and teacher. The librarian and teacher will collaborate to create a checklist and assignment 
instruction sheet for the students.  
 
Day One 
Direct Instruction 
Explain to the students that since they have read From the Mixed-Up Files From Mrs. Basil E. 
Frankweiler, they will now create a Google Earth lit tour of the book. Tell the students that the 
librarian will introduce Google Earth, and show them how to use it by creating a virtual fieldtrip of 
locations and landmarks the characters in the book visited or mentioned. As a class, the students will 
discuss and brainstorm landmarks and locations in the book. After a list is created, the librarian will 
begin to show students how to mark these locations on Google Earth through use of the Smart 
Board.  
 
Modeling and Guided Practice 
After marking some of the locations on Google Earth, the librarian will have students come up to the 
Smart Board to mark the remainder of the locations on the Google Earth tour. This will provide 
students with hands-on practice to prepare for the next activity.  
 
Independent Practice 
For homework, the students must independently decide which geographic location and landmarks 
they would like to visit. This information will be used in Day 2’s lesson. 
 
Day 2 
Independent Practice 
Students will use the knowledge and information they learned in Day 1’s lesson to create their own 
Google Earth tour. After creating the tour, students will write a journal entry that explains where 
they traveled to and why. 
 
Day 3 
Sharing and Reflecting 
Each student will present their Google Earth tours and read their journal entries to peers, the 
librarian and teacher in the computer lab.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


