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Title: Elizabeth I, Queen of England 

Description: Elizabeth I was one of the most influential and successful monarchs in English 

history. Her reign, dubbed the Golden Age, brought long-awaited prosperity and stability to 

England and its domains. Although Elizabeth’s childhood and teenage years were at times 

unstable, she overcame obstacles and managed to ascend the throne of England. This pathfinder 

provides resources about Elizabeth I for a librarian to show patrons. Topics on this pathfinder 

include resources and information about: 

 Childhood & teenage years 

 Ascension to the English throne 

 Family history & genealogy 

 Personality/personal tastes 

 Works produced & created  

 Achievements & successes of reign 

 Question of marriage & suitors 

 Challenges (rivals, Spanish Armada) 

 Religion, politics, culture & economics 

 Later years & death 

 Movies/television shows that feature the Queen 

Though there are factors that shaped the successes and obstacles of Elizabeth’s reign, this 

pathfinder focuses on a general overview of the queen’s life. Some sources provide general 

biographies about the queen, but others give more detail in other subjects, such as her ascension 

to the throne or relationship with cousin, Mary of Scots. This pathfinder does not include 

information about England or the monarchy before Elizabeth’s birth or aftermath of her death.  

Internet Resources: 

 Alchin, Linda. Elizabethan Era Index. Elizabethan Era. 16 July 2005. 17 Nov. 2010.   

<http://www.elizabethan-era.org.uk/short-biography-of-queen-elizabeth-i.htm>. 

o This website provides an index to aspects that influenced Elizabeth’s life. Besides 

a biography, there are categories that offer further information. These include 

Elizabethan clothing, food, music, theater, sports, age, history, recipes of the time, 

dictionary, Spanish Armada, age of exploration and site maps. Within each 

category, there are subcategories that provide more information about the culture 

and history of Elizabeth’s England. The site also provides a famous-people 

gallery of Elizabeth and influential persons of her time.  

 Eakins, Lara E. Elizabeth I Queen of England. 2007. 14 Nov. 2010. 

<http://www.tudorhistory.org/elizabeth/>. 

o There are various pieces of information about Elizabeth I on this website. The 

author provides a narrative, two-part biography that details Elizabeth’s birth to 

death. The first part of the biography focuses on her birth to accession of the 

throne, while the second part tells of life after her crowning to her death. The 

biography is easy and interesting to read, and though the author is not a historian, 

her research is backed by scholarly books and credible websites. Additional items 

include a gallery of portraits of Elizabeth and a list of poetry and speeches.  

 



 “House of Tudor Family Tree.” Royal Family History. 22 Nov. 10.  

< http://www.britroyals.com/tudor.htm>. 

o This website provides a family tree of the House of Tudor, which ruled 

England from 1485-1603. It has small, colored portraits and genealogical lines 

of the monarchs. If a reader clicks on one of the portraits, he or she is directed 

to a site that has a biography and timeline of each monarch. The link for 

Elizabeth I provides a biography, as well as famous quotes and images. A 

timeline is also on the website, which gives the dates of important events in 

Elizabeth’s life, such as dates of rebellions and when she issued the common 

prayer book to English citizens.  

 Jokinen, Anniina. “Queen Elizabeth I of England: The Works of Queen Elizabeth I.” 

Luminarium: Anthology of English Literature. 2008. 14 Nov. 2010. 

<http://www.luminarium.org/renlit/elizabib.htm>. 

o Speeches, translations, poems and quotes are some claims to fame for Elizabeth I. 

This website provides a list of speeches Elizabeth made, poems she wrote in 

prison and for leisure, famous quotes to advisors and suitors and translations of 

literature. These written works also include where and when written. Letters to 

relatives, courtiers and advisors are also included in this website for further 

reference. Galleries of dozens of portraits are included, as well as a short 

biography about Elizabeth I.  

 “Queen Elizabeth I.” Tudor Monarchs. 17 Nov. 2010. 

<http://englishhistory.net/tudor/monarchs/eliz1.html>. 

o This website provides a multitude of sources for information about Elizabeth I. 

One of the most useful aspects about this website is its in-depth biography that 

provides details about her childhood, adulthood and life after her ascension to the 

throne. It also explores relationships Elizabeth had with her family and those in 

her private and personal life. Besides a comprehensive biography, this website 

presents a gallery of images, poems and letters penned by Elizabeth and links to 

others who shaped her life, such as her mother, Anne Boleyn, and cousin, Mary 

Queen of Scots.  For fun, the website has a link to quizzes that test an individual’s 

knowledge about the queen.  

 “Queen Elizabeth I in TV and Movies.” The Tudors Wiki. 22 Nov. 10.  

            < http://tudorswiki.sho.com/page/Queen+Elizabeth+I+in+TV+%26+Movies>. 

o This website provides a list of movies and television shows and series that portray 

Elizabeth I. A list, from the most recent production in 2009 to the earliest in 1912, 

shows actresses who played the queen. An extensive gallery of photographs and 

images show the actresses in their roles as Elizabeth. Links to YouTube also show 

clips of these movies. A list of famous quotes from the movies and series are also 

available for readers to review.  

 “Queen Elizabeth I Timeline.” History Timelines of People. 11 Nov. 10.  

<http://www.history-timelines.org.uk/people-timelines/06-queen-elizabeth-i-

timeline.htm> 

o This website chronologically covers events in Elizabeth’s life from birth until 

death. It is formatted in organized bullet points that give the date of the event and 

a quick description of what occurred. The site also provides descriptions of 

famous events or people that were involved in Elizabeth’s reign or court. Lastly, 



the timeline gives information about Elizabeth, such as date and place of birth, 

lists parents and siblings and explains why she is famous and historically 

important.  

 Thomas, Heather. “Elizabeth R.” 1998-2009. 11 Nov. 2010.  

<http://www.elizabethi.org>. 

o This website, written and published by Heather Thomas (who has a M.Phil in 

Elizabethan history from the University of Wales) provides a variety of resources. 

Easily navigable and user-friendly, categories such as Elizabeth’s early life, 

pastimes, wardrobes, the Spanish Armada, court life and power and government 

are included. Portraits featuring Elizabeth and essays and poems she wrote are 

provided on the site. The site also includes a list of myths, FAQs and bibliography 

about Elizabeth. 

 Trueman, Chris. “Elizabeth I.” History Learning Site. 2000. 17 Nov. 2010. 

<http://www.historylearningsite.co.uk/elizabeth_i.htm>. 

o This site offers a short biography that focuses on the early life of Queen 

Elizabeth. The author provides details about Elizabeth’s personality, saying she 

was intelligent, invested in learning and mastered European languages and had a 

ferocious temper if angry. Details about where Elizabeth lived during her 

childhood and the relationships and obstacles she had to face with her half-sister 

and half-brother are included. A small section abstracts achievements and 

additional obstacles of her reign. A photograph and links to other people involved 

in Elizabeth’s life are available, too.    

Print Resources 

 Dunn, Jane. Elizabeth and Mary: Cousins, Rivals, Queens. New York: Vintage, 2005.  

o One of the chief rivals to Elizabeth I was her cousin and neighboring queen, 

Mary, Queen of Scots. This book explains the relationship between the two 

queens. Both became fatherless at any early age, and inherited unstable 

monarchies. Elizabeth, an unwed Protestant, and Mary, a married Catholic, vied 

for the English throne, though Elizabeth was ultimate champion. The chapters go 

back and forth between each monarch, showcasing policies and events of each. A 

gallery of portraits and images, an index and additional reference list are included.  

 Levine, Carole. The Reign of Elizabeth I. New York: Palgrave Macmillian, 2002. 

o This 160-page biography provides information about social, religious and political 

aspects of Elizabeth I’s reign. Upon her ascension to the English throne, the 

country was Catholic, nearly bankrupt and possessed a small and inept army and 

navy. This book explains how Elizabeth turned England from a poor and 

powerless nation, to one that would become rich, both financially and culturally. 

It explains how she maintained peace throughout the nation, though she was faced 

with threats from Catholics abroad and at home. There are images for reference 

for readers. 

 Marcus, Leah S. and Mary Beth Rose, eds. Elizabeth I: Collected Works. Chicago: 

University of Chicago Press, 2000.  

o This volume of collected works displays poems, prayers, speeches and letters 

written by Elizabeth I. The date of the works range from her childhood years to 

her death. Elizabeth I was talented with languages, and mastered Greek, French, 

Latin, Italian and Spanish. Numerous letters and prayers are translated from those 

http://www.elizabethi.org/


languages into English, and vice versa. All of her works in this book showcase her 

education and knowledge of various subjects, from poetry to history to religion. 

An index is provided at the back of the book for easy subject reference.  

 Slavin, Arthur J. “Elizabeth I.” World Book Encyclopedia. 1st ed. 6th vol. New York: 

World Book, Inc, 1988. 236-238. 

o This encyclopedia showcases a short biography about Elizabeth I’s life. Though 

little more than three pages in length, it provides a general overview of important 

events; however, the author focuses on challenges, such as her early life with lack 

of parental guidance, problems at home and abroad regarding religion and 

politics, her cousin and rival Mary, Queen of Scots and the Spanish Armada. 

Important players in Elizabeth’s reign, such as Sir William Cecil (advisor) and 

Phillip of Spain (former brother-in-law and rival) are noted as to how they shaped 

or challenged her crown. The encyclopedia provides one portrait of Elizabeth, as 

well as a list of sources for additional reference.   

 Starkey, David. Elizabeth: The Struggle for the Throne. New York: Harper Collins 

Publishers, 2001.  

o This 323-page biography provides the history of Elizabeth’s birth in 1533 to her 

accession as Queen of England in 1558. The book focuses on the dangers and 

obstacles Elizabeth faced in childhood and teenage years from rival family 

members and outsiders who wished her death and demise. The author explains 

how these experiences and trials shaped her personality and character, which 

helped her ascend the throne. Photographs, additional sources and an index are 

available are included in the biography.  

 Weir, Alison. The Children of Henry VIII. New York: Ballantine Books, 1996.  

o This best-selling biography is written by an author whose other works focus on 

the Tudors and their relatives. It explains the relationships, both good and bad, 

and histories between four related heirs thrown onto the English throne: Mary, 

Edward, Jane and Elizabeth. Numerous chapters provide detailed information 

about Elizabeth’s life and how she interacted and influenced her half-brother, 

half-sister and cousin. The biography provides photographs, additional sources, 

genealogical maps, a reader’s guide and an index.  

 Weir, Alison. The Life of Elizabeth I. New York: Ballantine Books, 1999.  

o This best-selling biography contains more than 500 pages about the life of 

Elizabeth I. Narrating from birth until her death in 1603, this book provides a 

more in-depth analysis about Elizabeth’s private life away from prying public 

eyes. The author focuses on the games and intrigues Elizabeth played in order to 

remain free from a husband and king of England. Details about Elizabeth’s 

vulnerability to her imprisonment in the tower, the fragility of the beginning of 

her reign and her hidden fear of her rival Mary, Queen of Scots, are included. A 

spread of images and a list of references are also available for readers.  

 Williamson, David. The Kings & Queens of England. New York: Konecky & Konecky, 

1998. 71-73.  

o This book provides short biographies from all the kings and queens of England, 

ranging from the first king, Alfred the Great, to the current Queen Elizabeth I. A 

three-page biography provides through details about Elizabeth’s life, from birth to 

death. It details her childhood, accession to the throne and what she accomplished 



and what obstacles she faced when ruling England. Details about her personality, 

fashion choices and questionable lovers are included. Photographs and an index 

are available, as well.  

Database Resources: 

 Collinson, Patrick. “Elizabeth I (1533-1603).” Oxford Dictionary of National Biography. 

May 2008. Oxford University Press. Syracuse University Bird Lib., Syracuse, NY. 11 

Nov. 2010. <http://www.oxforddnb.com.libezproxy2.syr.edu/view/article/8636> 

o This database provides finite, well-explained and credible details about the life of 

Elizabeth I. Right from the time and date of her birth to her death, countless 

details are provided. There is a table of contents on the site that provides subjects, 

such as her early life, education, accession to the throne, religion, question of 

marriage and her rivals and family. A small section also provides links to 

biographies of people who shaped her life. References, sources and photographs 

are included for additional research or information.  

 "Elizabeth I." 2010. Biography.com. 22 Nov 2010.  

<http://www.biography.com/articles/Elizabeth-I-9286133>. 

o This database presents detailed information about a range of topics about 

Elizabeth I. They include her childhood, position under her half-brother and half-

sister, accession, woman ruler in a patriarchal world, question of religion, rival 

cousin, Mary of Scots, and her public and private images. A one-minute video 

about accomplishments during her reign is also provided on this site. The video 

narrates Elizabeth’s significant feats, like the end of fighting between Protestants 

and Catholics and England’s financial success. Links of related people, such as 

her mother (Anne Boleyn) and father (Henry VIII) are on this site, as well.  

 “Elizabeth I.” Encyclopedia of World Trade From Ancient Times to the Present. 

Armonk: M.E. Sharpe, 2005. Credo Reference. 15 Nov.  2010. 

<http://www.credoreference.com.libezproxy2.syr.edu/entry/sharpewt/elizabeth_i>. 

o The article in this database provides a short biography about Elizabeth I, but it 

goes into detail about her goals of exploration, financial gain and trading during 

her reign. These characteristics were important to Elizabeth I because they 

provided ways to make her nation prosperous and wealthy. This article gives 

details about who she appointed and who explorers were, where they traveled and 

what was encountered and brought back on journeys. It also gives information 

about the beginning of England’s oversea expansions, as well as its rise as a naval 

power. One portrait of Elizabeth is included.  

 Ellis, Robert P. "Elizabeth I." Great Lives from History: Renaissance & Early Modern 

Era, 1454-1600. Ed. Christina J. Moose. 2 vols. Pasadena, California: Salem Press, 2008. 

Salem History. 22 Nov. 2010. 

<http://history.salempress.com.ezproxy1.onlib.org:8080/doi/full/10.3331/GLREN_36310

06411?prevSearch=elizabeth%2Bi&searchHistoryKey=&queryHash=199fd561561464e9

d87c525bc097e875>. 

o The article on this database provides detailed information about Elizabeth’s life 

from birth to death. It focuses on the dangers and uncertainties of her childhood 

and teenage years, as well as offers information about rebellions Elizabeth had to 

suppress at home and abroad. The author also writes about Elizabeth’s potential 

suitors and rivals from England, Scotland, France and Spain. Included on this 

http://www.oxforddnb.com.libezproxy2.syr.edu/view/article/8636
http://www.biography.com/articles/Elizabeth-I-9286133


database are images of Elizabeth, additional readings for reference, a table of 

contents and links to other people who were important in her life.  

 Lehmberg, Stanford E. "Elizabeth I, Queen of England." Grolier Multimedia 

Encyclopedia. Grolier Online, 2010. Web. 23 Nov. 2010. 

<http://go.grolier.com.ezproxy1.onlib.org:8080/>. 

o For this article on the database, a brief biography of Elizabeth’s life before her 

ascension to the throne is provided. Then, the author provides more in-depth 

information about religion, rivals, the question of marriage and Elizabeth’s 

relationship with Robert Essex and Ireland. There is also a detailed analysis about 

her personality and personal achievements available. Links for additional 

resources and images are added for reference. A map of Europe in 1560 is 

provided, and it shows the territories and land owned by Elizabeth’s rival 

countries, as well. 

 Sadie, Stanley and John Tyrell, eds. “Elizabeth I, Queen of England.” Grove Dictionary 

of Music and Musicians. 2001. Wilson Biographies Plus Illustrated.  The H.W. Wilson 

Company. Syracuse University Bird Lib., Syracuse, NY. 15 Nov. 2010. 

<http://vnweb.hwwilsonweb.com.libezproxy2.syr.edu/hww/results/getResults.jhtml?_DA

RGS=/hww/results/results_common.jhtml.34#curPg=1%7C1%7C1%7Cdetails%7C1%7

C1>. 

o This site provides information about Elizabeth I’s devotion, encouragement and 

creation of music. Elizabeth was given a prince’s education, and she became 

proficient in classic languages, literature and above all, music. She excelled and 

delighted in music, dancing, singing and playing instruments. In England, she is 

the English patron of music. This biography focuses on what areas of 

musicianship Elizabeth focused on, as well as how music was incorporated into 

her private and public rule. A gallery of images and additional resources are 

available for further reference, too.  

Sources for Ready-Reference 

“House of Tudor Family Tree.” Royal Family History. 22 Nov. 10.  

< http://www.britroyals.com/tudor.htm>. 

 

Jokinen, Anniina. “Queen Elizabeth I of England: The Works of Queen Elizabeth I.”  

Luminarium: Anthology of English Literature. 2008. 14 Nov. 2010.  

<http://www.luminarium.org/renlit/elizabib.htm>. 

 

“Queen Elizabeth I in TV and Movies.” The Tudors Wiki. 22 Nov. 10.  

            < http://tudorswiki.sho.com/page/Queen+Elizabeth+I+in+TV+%26+Movies>. 

 

“Queen Elizabeth I Timeline.” History Timelines of People. 11 Nov. 10.  

<http://www.history-timelines.org.uk/people-timelines/06-queen-elizabeth-i-

timeline.htm>. 

 

Slavin, Arthur J. “Elizabeth I.” World Book Encyclopedia. 1st ed. 6th vol. New York: World  

Book, Inc, 1988. 236-238. 

 

Trueman, Chris. “Elizabeth I.” History Learning Site. 2000. 17 Nov. 2010.  

http://www.britroyals.com/tudor.htm


<http://www.historylearningsite.co.uk/elizabeth_i.htm>. 

 

Williamson, David. The Kings & Queens of England. New York: Konecky & Konecky, 1998.  

71-73.  

 

Sources for In-depth Information for the Casual User 
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Chicago Press, 2000.  
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Sources for In-depth Information for a Scholar 

 

Collinson, Patrick. “Elizabeth I (1533-1603).” Oxford Dictionary of National Biography. May  

2008. Oxford University Press. Syracuse University Bird Lib., Syracuse, NY. 11 Nov. 

2010.  <http://www.oxforddnb.com.libezproxy2.syr.edu/view/article/8636>. 
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Sadie, Stanley and John Tyrell, eds. “Elizabeth I, Queen of England.” Grove Dictionary of  

Music and Musicians. 2001. Wilson Biographies Plus Illustrated.  The H.W. Wilson  

Company. Syracuse University Bird Lib., Syracuse, NY. 15 Nov. 2010. 

<http://vnweb.hwwilsonweb.com.libezproxy2.syr.edu/hww/results/getResults.jhtml?_DA

RGS=/hww/results/results_common.jhtml.34#curPg=1%7C1%7C1%7Cdetails%7C1%7

C1>. 

 

Starkey, David. Elizabeth: The Struggle for the Throne. New York: Harper Collins Publishers,  

2001.  

 

Weir, Alison. The Children of Henry VIII. New York: Ballantine Books, 1996.  

 

Weir, Alison. The Life of Elizabeth I. New York: Ballantine Books, 1999.  

 

 

 

 


