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Title of the Work: The Oxford American College Dictionary 

Author/Editor: The author of the dictionary is Oxford University Press. The dictionary 

has an editorial staff, but the managing editor is Christine A. Lindberg. Additional 

members of the editorial board include a senior editor, staff project editors, editors, 

editorial assistants, production coordinator, illustrators, type compositor, pronunciation 

editors, proofreaders, keyboarders, technical support and additional support.  

Format Examined: The format examined is the print version of the Oxford American 

College Dictionary.  

Other Formats Available: There is also an online version of the dictionary at 

encyclopedia.com.  

Publisher: The publisher is G.P Putman’s Press, which is a member of Penguin Putnam, 

Inc and Penguin Group.  

Place of Publication: New York, N.Y.  

Date of Publication: 2002 

Publisher’s Web site: www.penguin.com  

Scope: The purpose of this dictionary is to help the reader define a word, as well as give 

its pronunciation, usage and correct spelling. A person may want to know how to spell a 

word or want to know whether it is a noun, verb or adjective. Also, this dictionary 

showcases thousands of words in the English language that are utilized today. The Oxford 

series is updated because there are always new words added to the English language, so 

publishers want to include the words in new editions.   

Treatment: There is a specific audience for this dictionary, and it would be for 

Americans or those referencing present-day words with an American influence. This 

dictionary presents words commonly found in American English, though there are other 

forms of English in different countries, such as the United Kingdom, Canada, India, the 

Caribbean, South Africa, Australia and New Zealand. Also, this dictionary would be for 

an adult, not a child. Additionally, this is not an objective English dictionary because it 

provides words used in present-day English, though it includes words found in the 

original Oxford English Dictionary. So, if a reader is looking for words from the 11
th

 

century, this might not be the best source. But, if a reader was searching for a new word 

that originated in the 2000s, it may be found here.  

Authority: I would trust the authority of this dictionary. First of all, the publisher is part 

of Penguin, which has produced award-winning books. Consumers appear to trust this 

publisher, or they would not continue to purchase books the company publishes. Also, the 

managing editor, Christine A. Lindberg has been on the editorial team of other 

publications, such as Oxford American Writer’s Thesaurus, the Oxford Essential 

Thesaurus and the New Oxford American Dictionary. These are prestigious and detailed 

references sources to produce, and if Lindberg has been involved in the process for those, 

I would trust her authority. Also, after researching Google, Lindberg is classified as a 

lexicographer, or person who compiles words, so this also adds to her authority of this 

dictionary.   

Arrangement: Since this is a dictionary, every word is in alphabetical order. There is no 

back or front index to help locate words. As long as a reader knows how to roughly spell 

the word, it should be easy to locate within the dictionary. When opening the dictionary, 
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there are four columns of words and details that follow each entry. At the heading of each 

page, there are words that begin and end on the columns, so the reader can look for words 

that alphabetically fall in those categories. The columns are straight and neatly arranged, 

giving it an aesthetic appeal. There are photographs, maps and charts scattered 

throughout the dictionary that further define a word.  

Relations to Similar Works: After examining the Webster Dictionary, I found some 

similarities and differences between the two references. Both contain definitions of 

words, have similar style and formats and contain maps and photographs. However, the 

main difference was details for each entry, etymologies and physical number of words. 

The Webster Dictionary contains thousands of more words, has more detailed 

etymologies and has more depth, while the Oxford American College Dictionary does 

not. That is because the audience is different for each. This dictionary is for simplistic 

definitions of modern-day English words, while the Webster Dictionary contains detailed 

histories for words. If a reader is looking for simple definitions and does not care about 

etymologies, this would be the dictionary for him or her, not the Webster Dictionary.  

Special Features: In this dictionary, there are numerous special features that could be 

additional positives for readers. First, there is a section about the history of the English 

language, which states it was influenced by Anglo-Saxons, Danish and Scandinavian 

invaders. It continues to describe levels of the English language: old, middle and modern. 

Next, there is a usage guide that provides answers to questions about the English 

language. Examples include the difference between a singular and plural word, the 

difference between “may” and “might” and what collective nouns are. After a usage 

guide, a punctuation guide follows, showing the reader how and when to correctly use 

commas, semicolons, parentheses and periods, among other things. Lastly, there are 

charts, maps and illustrations throughout the dictionary that define words.   

Cost: According to amazon.com and publisher’s website, this dictionary costs a little less 

than $50 if it is purchased as new.   

Critical Review: I think this is a good reference dictionary for the modern reader who 

wants a quick reference for a word. Overall, this is a revised dictionary with new values. 

Based on the original Oxford English Dictionary that was written more than a century 

ago, the editors have taken traditional elements of the past dictionary, but they have 

modernized it, making it more usable for the American reader in the 21
st
 century. The 

Oxford American College Dictionary is an abridged version, containing significantly 

fewer words, but presenting a simplistic style with words that are relevant to the modern-

day English speaker, who have a simple ready-reference question.  

This version houses modern English that is based on new evidence and thoughts 

about the language, and it incorporates new words and words from the past. Also, the 

presentation of the words is different. The editors claim that in past editions, there were 

technical and vague definitions that could have caused the reader to have too many 

options, therefore, becoming confused. With this American College edition, words are 

presented in a simple style. The editors looked at how words are commonly used today, 

thus, narrowing the meanings of words. The presentation is simple, and the definitions 

are not wordy or technical. This characteristic makes this dictionary user-friendly, but 

detailed without being confusing. If something is easy for a reader to navigate, it is more 

than likely he or she will come back to use this dictionary edition.  



In the beginning of the dictionary, there is a guide to show readers how to 

properly and efficiently use it. The editors take one example, and break it down to show 

readers how to find things, such as part of speech, pronunciation, meaning, syllabric 

break and variant spellings. Editors also incorporate illustrations and figures.  

However, one characteristic the dictionary lacks is detailed etymologies. If I was 

looking for in-depth information about the origin of a word and how it developed, I 

would not consult this dictionary. It gives the part of speech and pronunciation, but it 

does not tell its origin. In order to solve this problem, I would consult a bigger, more 

expansive dictionary, but the purpose of this dictionary is not to be too detailed. Also, 

there are thousands of words not represented in this version. So, if I was looking for a 

word that was rarely used, I may not find it here. 

After examining this dictionary, I began to think who the target audience is, and 

who it would not be. For a reader who does not care about a word’s history and wants a 

simple definition, this would be the dictionary for him or her to reference. People who 

would fall into this category would include high-school and college students and the 

regular adult. If people are looking for wordier definitions and detailed etymologies, this 

would not be the dictionary for them. Again, people who would fall into the anti-user 

category would encompass scholars, researchers and students studying for a spelling bee.   

Still, I would recommend this dictionary because it contains definitions of words I 

read in literature or hear in common-day language. This is a positive trait because I feel I 

can reference the dictionary when I have questions. I believe the editors and editorial 

staff took time to examine the modern-day reader and figure what our needs and wants 

are for quick reference. Overall, this dictionary is user-friendly and relevant to me.  

Three Tips: 

How to use it: In order to use this dictionary, it is important for the reader to have a 

rough idea of how to spell the word he or she is looking for. Once an approximate 

spelling of the word is established, the reader can then search through the alphabetized 

index to find the word, and after the reader correctly locates the word, he or she can read 

the entry to look for additional information, such as part of speech or pronunciation.  

When to use it: This dictionary can be used for more than defining the meaning of a 

word. It can also be a reference for usage, origin, pronunciation, syllabification and 

grammatical spelling.  

How it relates to another source: Most dictionaries should have similarities, such as 

how many syllables a word has or its origin. However, the wording of the definition may 

be different depending on the publisher and editors of the dictionary, though they should 

be similar so as to provide a universal reference service. However, an online version of 

this dictionary could provide an audio pronunciation for the reader, therefore, helping 

him or her hear the correct way the word is said. Also, online versions may have links to 

other words that are similar to the one being referenced, or there may be additional 

detailed charts, maps or graphs further explaining definitions.  

 

 


