
20th Century American Artist History Research Paper 

Teaching Students How to Evaluate Websites and Bookmark Links into Delicious 

Librarians: Morgan Goodwin & Allison Kowalski 
Collaborative Partner: Social-studies class teacher 

Appropriate Grade Levels: Secondary (Eighth grade) 

Inquiry Lesson Topic 

In an eighth-grade social studies class, students are required to complete a three-page research paper 
using a number of electronic resources about an American artist from the 20th century. In the research 
paper, students must discuss how the artist and art work relates to the culture and historical events of 
that time period in the United States. Before beginning the paper, the teacher-librarian will explain to 
students how to evaluate websites and bookmark links into Delicious. After this, students will find and 
bookmark 2-3 sites into the class Delicious account. After students bookmark these sites, they will have 
access to accurate and credible sources for the research paper.  

AASL Standard 1: Inquire, think critically and gain new knowledge 

• Indicator 1.1.4: Find, evaluate, and select appropriate sources to answer questions 
• Benchmark: When students compile a list of websites and links using information learned from a 

website evaluation lesson, they will be able to determine the accuracy, validity and 
appropriateness to complete research for the project 

NYS Social Studies Standard 1: Use a variety of intellectual skills to demonstrate their understanding 
of major ideas, eras, themes, developments, and turning points in the history of the United States and 
New York 

• Indicator 4: View and describe historic events through the eyes of those who were there, as 
shown in their art, writings, music, and artifacts 

Related Curriculum Area: American art and artists, social studies, American history and culture 

Motivation Emphasis (Relevance) 

The level for relevance is high. This lesson will help students evaluate websites to complete research for 
the paper. If students have proper resources, their writing and research will be enhanced. Students need 
a certain number of citations and appropriate sources. If links from Delicious meet website evaluation 
criteria, students have a higher change to obtain appropriate resources and higher grades.    

Technology 

A Prezi will be given to show students how to evaluate websites. 


	Teaching Students How to Evaluate Websites and Bookmark Links into Delicious
	Librarians: Morgan Goodwin & Allison Kowalski
	Inquiry Lesson Topic
	AASL Standard 1: Inquire, think critically and gain new knowledge
	Related Curriculum Area: American art and artists, social studies, American history and culture
	Motivation Emphasis (Relevance)
	Technology

